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My ‘dearI&. Chairman:

The Fresiaent tocay signed an

Executive order entitled ‘administration

of Scientific Research by Agencies of tine

Federal Government,IIand a statement was

issued in connection therewith, copies of

which are enclosed.

Veqy sincerely yours,

Executive Clerk

Honorable Mm. Lenis L* Strauss,
Chairman,
Atomic Znergy Commission,

Washington, i). C.

Enclosure
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IMME131ATk RELEJU3E h’farch

Jatheo CL Hagerty, press Sacretary to the Pv~tident

17, 1954

----- ----- -— --- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- -----

THE WHITE HOUSE

The Preeidsmt today ieaupd @ ~xecutive Order deaigne~,40
strengthen the conduct and adn?inistration of the scientific rek~arch
and development programg of the varioue departments aad ageneiea ‘of
the Federal C30vernment.

;< ,.

The order directe the National Science Foundation to malw etudies
of the scientific activities of the Nation and to recommend to the President
policies to strengthen the research effort and define the Federal Govern-
ment 1s role in it. The Foundation, over a period of time, is expected to
become increasingly responsible for providing Federal support for basic
research carried on in universities and other nonprofit inetitxttions.
Other FederaL agenciea, however, will continue to carry on basic research
which is closely related to their statutory missions.

The Foundation will also study the effects of Federal research
support on the Nation’s educational institutions and recommend policies
and procedures to promote the attainment of the Federal research
objectives while safeguarding the strength and independence of the educa-
tional institutions.

The order also directs the head of each agency engaged in research
to make sure that such research programs refleet urgent needs and are
carried on economically and with regard to the efficient use of scientific
manpower. In this connection the order provides a new method to
facilitate the exchange of scientific equipment and facilities among the
Federal agencies so as to avoid buying new equipment or building new
facilities when another agency has unused eauipment or facilities available.

In connection with his approval of the order, the Preeident Ae
the following statement:

“Science has a vital role in our Nationts security and growth.
During the past half- century, it has brought about a vast transformation
in industry, in agriculture, in medicine, in transportation, and in
communication. Military scienee has been revolutionized by techno-

~ logical development. The impact of science is increasingly felt in
every field of public policy including foreign affairs. All this has been
brought about through a combination of vision, initiative, business enter-
prise, a strong educational system, and the dedieated enthueiaam of’ the
scientific community.

IIThe =e8Pona~iljt~s of the Ii?aderal Govo?ament toward scienee

have likewiee changed greatly. In 1940, the Federal Go~ernment spent
about one hundred million dollars in supporting ?esearch and development.
The budget which I have just transmitted to the Cotigresa calls for
expenditures for the se purposes in the next fi-al year of over two bilLion
dollars. This is convincing evidence of the important zole of 6cieu&e
and technology in our national affair 6.
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ItThis ~a~id ~x~an~ion of Federal responsibility requires prudent

administration. More than half of all the investment in the Nation today
for scientific research and development is being made by the Federal
Government. In large measure, these Federal funds are paid to industry
and educational institutions for the conduct of re search and development
projects. Thus our Federal policies and practices regarding research
and development are felt immediately and substantially by industry and
our educat ionai institutions.

“More than ninety percent of this Federal support is presently
going into applied research and development. This is the practical
application of basic knowledge to a variety of products and devices.
However, only a small fraction of the Federal funds is being used to
stimulate and support the vital basic research which makes possible our
practical scientific progress. I believe strongly that this Nation must
extend its support of research in basic science.

“ While the Executive Order which I have signed today calls upon the
National Science Foundation to carry out important responsibilities in
regard to scientific research, it is also desi~ned to strengthen the
ccmduct and support of vital re search and development in the several agencies
where science is important in achieving their assigned missions.

“This order will, for the first time, set in motion important steps
leading to a thorough and continuing review of the status of the Federal
Government ~s activities in science , and thus enable the Government,
together with industry, higher educati~n, and the scientific community
to move forward with assurance toward the achievement of the Nation’s
goals.

“I expect and believe that this order will clarify the position of the
Government toward the support and advancement of science in the Nation,
and that it will contribute in a constructive sense to the development of
our national policy in this important and critical area. ”
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AU W~IS T’&TIu!;(3?SCIMJTIFIC RESLMCH
BY AGENCIL’SOF TLL FJD&RILLGGV13RNMIMT

MWEAS the sucuritj’and welf<we of the United States
incruasin@y upon the advancement of knowledge in the sciences;

WHEREAS useful applic~tions of science to defense,
humanitarian, and other purposes in the Nation require a strong
foundation in basic scientific knowledge and trained scientific
mmpower; and

dej:end
znd

:LIzRMS the administration of Federal scientific research
programs affecting instituti~ns of Learning must be consistent ,,ith
the preservation of t!tiestrength, vitality, and independence of hi~l]er
education in the United States; -.nd

JIHWM, in order to conserve fiscal mcl mnpovwr resources,
it is necessary that Federal scicr.tii’icresearch l)rogr~.u~be

.ble ~f,icicncy and eccncnvy;andwministered with all ljr~ctic<~
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Section 5, The Foundation, in consultation with educational
institutions, the heads of Federal %,enciesj and the Commissioner oi
Ed(.lc:.tionof the Depart~nt of Health, Eductition, and ~~elf~re,s~l~ll

study the effects upon educational institutions of Federal policies
anriadministration of contracts and grants for scientific research
anririevelopmnt, and shall reconm?nd policies and procedures Wiiich
will proriroti tile attainrmnt of general national research objectives
and realization of the research needs of Federal agencies while
safeguarding t!lestrength and independence of the Nationts
institutions of learning.

Section 6. T,le t,e~de[ each Federal +ywcy eng+ed in //

scientific research shall mke certain that effective executive,
organizational, and f’iscrilpractices exist to ensure (a) that ti!e
Foundation is consulted on policies concerning,the support of basic
research, (b) that a!]provedscientific research prog,rarrrsc@nducted
by the agency are reviewed continuously in order to preserve priorities
in research efforts :.ndto adjust progr,amsto meet changing conditions
without iWosing unn~cessa~y ad&d burd.ctrs on budgetary and other

resources, (c) that applied rese:~~chanddevelopnmnt s!]allbe
undertaken with sufficient considwation of the un[lerlying bxic
research and such other f;ctors as relative urgencyj project costs,
and availability of’rmnpower CId facilities, :.nd(d) th~t, Wbjcct
to co]lsiderations of cecwity :IIICI?.p~:licaiule law, tidequate
dissemination shall b? ;adc within L.]]. Federal Govern.wnt of rc~)ork
cn the nature and progress of re,search ])rojects as m ::id L) t., c

r the over~ll Federal scientific rcser.rchefficiency and economy OL
pmgi”arr..,

Section 7. 1!F.:derala encies sul~portinsor eng:sing in ~
scientific research shsll, with the assi~tance of the Folmd:!tisn,
cooperate in an effort to improve the ~.ethodsof classific’if.ion~nd
re!]ortingof scientific research projects and activities, s’~b.jectto
th: requirument,sof security cf information.

Section 8. To i’~lcilitateI,neefficient use of scicotiific
rese?.rchequipment findf..ciliticsIIeldby Federal aeencies:

(a) the !Icadof w.ckr ~i’ch a~,encyeng:.gedin scientific
‘/

researc!]shall, to the ex~cnt ~r~cti.caole, c.ncour>geand facilitzie
the sh.r’ingviithother Fcd(.ral:.:,enciesof maj~r equipwnt :nd
facilities;

section 9. The heads of the respective Federal ,?bur{cies
s?Iall kit. such reports conccr]tingactivities within the jIx-view of
tkii[j ordur as mc.ybc required by the President.
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EwIGHT D. EISEMKWM

T’lili W1’IE H;USE,

Wrch 17,1954.
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